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Annex A: Indicative minimum funding levels for 2015-
16 
1. The table below provides more information about each of the indicative minimum 
funding levels.  These may change when we have final confirmation of local authorities’ 
2014-15 local funding formulae. 
 Minimum funding levels  
 Primary Secondary 
Age-weighted pupil unit £2,845 Key stage 3: 
£3,951 
Key stage 4: 
£4,529 
 
Pupils who have been eligible for 
free school meals in the past six 
years  
£893 £1,080 
 
 
 
For a pupil who is both eligible for free school meals 
and lives in an IDACI band 1 to 6 area, the local 
authority would attract both the FSM and relevant 
IDACI band minimum funding levels. 
 
Pupils who live in an 
area that is in one of 
the income deprivation 
affecting children index 
(IDACI) bands 
IDACI 1 £237 £321 
 
IDACI 2 £290 £423 
IDACI 3 £387 £530 
IDACI 4 £453 £596 
IDACI 5 £511 £659 
IDACI 6 £741 £894 
Looked after children £1,009 £1,009 The same measure would be used as is currently set 
out in the 2014-15 school funding arrangements. The 
minimum funding level would apply to the children 
reported to the Department, through the annual 
children looked after return and who are looked after 
children, for one day or more at the census point.  
Pupils with low prior attainment £878 £1,961 For the primary measure, this would apply to pupils 
who did not reach the expected level of development 
on the new Early Years Foundation Stage Profile or 
who achieved fewer than 78 points on the old 
EYFSP.  
For secondary pupils the minimum funding level 
applies to pupils not reaching L4 at KS2 in either 
English or maths.  
English as an additional language £505 £1,216 This minimum funding level would apply to pupils with 
EAL who entered the English state school system in 
the past three years. 
Lump sum £117,082 £128,189 Middle schools would attract a minimum lump sum 
weighted by their ratio of primary to secondary year 
groups in the school. All-through schools would 
attract the secondary amount.  
Sparsity sum 
 
£53,988 £53,988 A taper would apply, whereby the size of the sum is 
in inverse proportion to the size of the school. The 
criteria for attracting the minimum funding level would 
be the same as the criteria for the sparsity factor in 
local formulas. Details of this are in ‘2014-15 
Revenue Funding Arrangements: Operational 
Information for Local Authorities’. 
 
